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Harbor Bridge Environmental Documentation and Schematic Development              





June 2005








Need for Bridge Improvements


Harbor Bridge is:


-	Steel structure over salt water


-	Built about 50 years ago


-	Experiencing high and increasing maintenance costs





Harbor Bridge improvements are needed to address:


-	Steep vertical grades


-	Lack of shoulders


-	Sharp curves on approaches


-	Need for better access to bridge by motor vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists.  


-	Need for higher/wider clearances for ships entering Port of Corpus Christi


 


Project Development Phases and Anticipated Timeline


Public involvement throughout project


Feasibility Study: completed in 2003


Environmental documentation and schematic development: 2004 -2008


Right-of-way mapping/acquisition: 2008 - 2010


Preparation of detailed construction plan: 2008 - 2010


Construction: 2010 (with managed lanes); 2030 (without managed lanes)





Summary of Feasibility Study


Determined purpose and need for improved Harbor Bridge (and Tule Lake Lift Bridge)


Looked at feasibility of various alternatives


Considered input from the public and other stakeholders


Identified and evaluated corridor alternatives for Harbor Bridge


Identified a recommended corridor for Harbor Bridge


Recommended that Harbor Bridge and Tule Lake Lift Bridge be separate projects





Development of Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Schematic


Public and agency scoping meetings to obtain input from public regarding alternative corridors for proposed Harbor Bridge replacement


Development of draft and final EIS for approval and comment by Federal Highway Administration; other federal, state, and local agencies, and the public 


Development of conceptual (schematic) design for bridge within corridor


Public involvement activities


-	Citizens’ Advisory Committee meetings


-	Public meeting/public hearing


-	Newsletter, website





For more information contact:


Victor Vourcos at TxDOT: 361-808-2378

















What is an Environmental Impact Statement? � 


Document required by National Environmental Policy Act for large construction projects that use federal funds.





Provides detailed analysis of probable environmental consequences associated with construction.





Includes public involvement at beginning of EIS development and throughout the process








Must be approved by EPA and Federal Highway Administration before construction can begin.








AGENDA





Harbor Bridge Environmental Documentation and Schematic Development


Public Scoping Meeting


June 23, 2005


5:30 -  8 p.m.








Open house  (5:30 - 6:30 p.m.)


Presentation (6:30 - 7 p.m.)


Welcome and introduction


Need for project


Summary of  Feasibility Study


Evaluation process and ranking of Harbor Bridge corridor alternatives


Environmental Documentation/Schematic Development Phase


Project timeline 


Public comments (7 - 8 p.m.)
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