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Need for Bridge and SH 286 Improvements


Safety


-	Steep vertical grades and lack of shoulders


-	Sharp curves on bridge approaches


Maintenance:


-	Steel structure over salt water


-	Built about 50 yrs ago


-	Experiencing high/increasing maintenance costs


Mobility:


-	Need for better access to bridge by motor vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists.  


Navigation:


Need for higher/wider clearances for ships entering Port of Corpus Christi


Harbor Bridge and SH 286 improvements are needed to address:


Connectivity to the local streets and roadways





Project Development Phases and Anticipated Timeline


Public involvement throughout project


Feasibility Study: completed in 2003


Environmental documentation and schematic development: 2004 -2009


Right-of-way mapping/acquisition: 2009 - 2011


Preparation of detailed construction plan: 2009 - 2012


Construction: To be determined based on availability of funds





Where We Are Now: Development of Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Schematic


Held public and agency scoping meetings to obtain input from public regarding alternative corridors for proposed Harbor Bridge replacement 


Developing draft EIS for approval and comment by Federal Highway Administration; other federal, state, and local agencies, and the public 


Developing conceptual (schematic) design for bridge within two corridors (red and orange on map)


Prepared preliminary financial feasibility study (that included tolling)


Ongoing public involvement activities:


-	Citizens’ Advisory Committee meetings in Corpus Christi and Portland


-	Bridge Design Guideline Workshop


-     Neighborhood meetings


-	Public meeting


-	Public hearing


-	Newsletters


-	Website





For more information contact:


Victor Vourcos at TxDOT: 361-808-2378


� HYPERLINK "http://www.harborbridgereplacement.com" ��www.harborbridgeproject.com�














What is the Harbor Bridge Project?





TxDOT is determining whether the Harbor Bridge, which spans the Corpus Christi Ship Channel at U.S. 181, should be replaced. A Feasibility Study completed by TxDOT in 2003 concluded that US 181 and the Harbor Bridge must be improved to maintain a safe and efficient transportation corridor. 


During the environmental documentation/schematic development phase of the project, TxDOT is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement that evaluates several potential alignments for a new bridge, as well as a "no-build" scenario (leaving the current bridge in place). 


Why a second scoping meeting for the Harbor Bridge project? � 


In 2007, the Federal Highway Administration decided to extend the geographical limits of the project to more fully address issues associated with how a new bridge and its approaches might connect with existing roadways. Therefore, the project construction and study limits have been expanded and a new scoping meeting is required.
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